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My fellow board members and I want 
to give back some of  the warm feelings 
you help create all year long… hence, 
Hugs & Hot Chocolate.  We want to 
say thanks to all of  you, who make 
PlayWrite possible. 

Thanks to the schools that value the 
work we do and see the promise in 
their students.

Thanks to the students who open 
their hearts, minds and imagination 
(sometimes reluctantly), and to the 
coaches and actors who guide, capture 
and bring to life these stories that need 
to be told.  

An especially warm hug to the 
generous donors who allow us to do 
this work that warms hearts and melts 
the chill of  untapped potential.  Your 
gifts are changing lives and fueling 
futures.

Tonight’s selected performances are 
just the tip of  the iceberg. The stories 
you will see played out by brilliantly 
realized characters are just a sample of  
the great work that goes on all year in 
our workshops.  

Just like an iceberg that is much bigger 
and deeper beneath the water, the 
potential of  the youth we serve is 
often frozen, submerged and hidden.  
With the help of  a one-on-one coach 
at a PlayWrite workshop, we begin to 
defrost creativity with the warmth of  
trust.  

A hug and a cup of  hot chocolate – 
even from Moonstruck – can’t begin to 
show our gratitude, so we will let the 
work of  the students do the talking. 
We’d love to show you more, and 
invite you to performances throughout 
the year at the schools we serve. 
Please visit our website, or check our 
electronic newsletter for performance 
dates.

May the warmth here tonight be with 
you throughout the holiday and the 
New Year.

Welcome to PlayWrite’s Winter Performance.

Steve Cox

Board President

PlayWrite, Inc.
P.O. Box 13420 • Portland, Oregon 97213 • Phone (503) 249-5800

www.playwriteinc.org
PlayWrite is a 501(c)3 Organization 
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Executive Director’s Note
Three weeks ago, PlayWrite had a birthday. 
We were founded on November 20th, 2003. 
In operation for six years now, we are 
humming along in fine spirits. Ours has 
been the absolute good fortune to share 
the PlayWrite workshop experience with 
more than 400 young people in that time. 
Tonight, you and I will witness a small yet 
powerful slice of  the work that 16 of  those 
young writers have produced. Some of  
tonight’s writers we have met only recently; 
our relationship with several of  them goes 
back more than three years. I hope you will 
take a moment to meet them…don’t be shy!

The heart of  the PlayWrite experience is 
the one-to-one relationship between writer 
and coach. That relationship stands on a 
rock-solid foundation of  trust, challenge, 
and support. Hour after hour, day after 
day, the emotional, physical and intellectual 
dance deepens and intensifies. The work 
is difficult, sometimes painful, yet when 
performance day comes, everyone involved 
knows it’s been worth the struggle.

This year, 25 dedicated coaches 
participated in the 10 workshops we held. I 
hope you will take the opportunity tonight 
to meet some of  them. I hope also that 
you will meet our board members, who 
are ultimately responsible for existence of  
PlayWrite. They are fearless individuals, 
passionate about the work we do, and are 
eagerly taking on the challenges we face as 
an organization.  

More than 5,000 people have 
experienced that intensely alive moment 
with PlayWrite, when students first see 
their plays performed by professional 
actors. Plays are written to be performed 
with an audience. Half  a century ago, 
Marcel Duchamp observed that “the 
creative act is not formed by the artist alone…” 
Spectators engage, wonder about each 
characters’ history, guessing what’s going 
to happen next, spinning their own 
possible scenarios. They are laying down 
unique memories, thoughts and feelings 
that will stay with them for a long time. 
A charged web of  connection links the 
minds in the room. The creative fire of  
the writer leaps onto the page, works its 
way into the body and spirit of  the actors, 
singers and musicians, and now it engages 
you, bringing your creativity into play. 
This is the magic of  theatre, and indeed 
it is the essential magic of  being human. 
Everything begins with – and depends 
upon – connection.

Thank you for sharing this night –

 

Bruce Livingston

Executive Director
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Executive Director’s Note Coaches, Performers, and Production Staff 2009
Managing Coaches 
Lyndsay Hogland
Bruce Livingston
Rebecca Frost Mayer
Cecily Overman
Timothy Scarrott
Kristin Steele
Leah Yanoff

Coaches 
Matt Batchelder
Cindy Brown
Sara Carmona
Phoebe Daurio
Matt Deegan
Sarah Liane Foster
Lyndsay Hogland
Beth Kahlen
Brandon Landis
Bruce Livingston
Eliza Livingston
Rebecca Frost Mayer
Adrienne  Ogin
Alyson Osborn
Cecily Overman
Laure Redmond
Ivy Ross
Timothy Scarrott
Grace Hsu Shapiro
Kristin Steele
Michael Stone
Paul Susi
Tamara Wallace
JR Wickman
Marianna Hane Wiles
Leah Yanoff

Actors & Singers 
Deirdre Atkinson
Ayanna Berkshire
Cindy Brown
Peter Campbell
Jim Caputo
Rollin Carlson
Spencer Conway
Matt Deegan
Sarah Liane Foster
Andrew Harris
Julianna Jaffe
Noah Jordan
Beth Kahlen
Rebecca Frost Mayer
Wade McCollum
Sam Mowry
Alyson Osborn
Cecily Overman
Darius Pierce
Shawn Price
Jen Ruljancich
Timothy Scarrott
Grace Hsu Shapiro
Marilyn Stacey
Michael Stone
Paul Susi
Tamara Wallace
JR Wickman

Musicians/
Composers 

Doug Fraser
Steve Hale
Mel Kubik
Ken Sawyer
Molly Scholz
Sandin Wilson

Photography/
Videography 

Melanie Brown
Charlie Copeland
Annaliese Moyer
Paige Lehman
Rebecca Franceschi

Production
Gavin D’Avanther
Phoebe Daurio
Lyndsay Hogland



6

Program                          Dec. 14, 2009

Welcome – Rick Hawkins, Geffen Mesher
Master of Ceremonies – Paul Susi

Stubborn Opposites by Andrea

HARRY THE HIGHNESS, a rock-climbing harness – Timothy Scarrott
JIMMY, a river – Spencer Conway

 “Letting You Go” by Katrina

Sung by Deirdre Atkinson  (as JADE, a pair of skinny jeans)

 “I Will Be Yours” by Krystal

Sung by Noah Jordan (as LUCKY, a mango-eating golden retriever)

 Courage Within by Emily

BONEY, a stick with cotton at both ends – Ayanna Berkshire
BONITA, a bright orange leaf – Deirdre Atkinson

 “Is He Proud of Me” by Brittney

Sung by Julianna Jaffe (as TYLER, a green gecko)

 The Lost Clod of Dirt and the Worrying Fishing Pole by Ethan

DIRTY BELLY, a clod of dirt – Spencer Conway
POLEY, an old-fashioned fishing pole – Wade McCollum

 “I’m a Catfish” by Jon

Sung by Michael Stone (as CARTAY, a catfish) 

INTERMISSION

 “I Made Up My Mind” by Ian

Sung by Shawn Price (as SVEN, a typewriter)

 Stream of Consciousness by Daniel

ALFRED, a can of spray paint – Michael Stone
JADE, a deer – Ayanna Berkshire
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 “If I Don’t Get Watered” by Nolan

Sung by Wade McCollum (as ROB, a small red pear)

 “I’ll Help You” by Greg

Sung by Ayanna Berkshire (as BILLY, a hammer)

 Authority and Length by Quintin

BILL, a six-foot tall fishing pole – Alyson Osborn
PHIL, a crocodile with great scales – Matt Deegan

 “I Married Him” by Julian

Sung by Julianna Jaffe (as EON, a canyon)

 Reunite by Corey

VERIAN, a lion – Wade McCollum
RAVEN, a basketball with black stripes – Noah Jordan

 “But Nobody Knows” by Jazmin

Sung by Shawn Price (as JUMPER, a cricket)

 “Now I Finally Get It” by Kelsey

Sung by Noah Jordan and Michael Stone (as SANDY, a pink tumbleweed)

Production Staff

Production Manager
	 Gavin D’Avanther

Lighting Director
	 Phoebe Daurio

Photography
	 Annaliese Moyer

Videography
	 Charlie Copeland

The Band
	 Doug Fraser, Composer, Guitar, Vocals
	 Mel Kubik, Composer, Keyboards, Vocals
	 Ken Sawyer, Percussion
	 Molly Scholz, Keyboards, Vocals
	 Sandin Wilson, Bass

Volunteer Managers
	 Jeri Alcock
	 Leah Yanoff
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Contributors 2009
Michael & Sarah  

Kennedy Adams
Stephen Adelman
Diane & Carlos Alcibar
Steven Anderson
Alex & Svetlana Astrakhan
Jerry Baker
Ron & Judy Bartels
Matt Batchelder &  

Michele Ramsey
Scott Becker
Brian & Gwyneth Gamble 

Booth
Verlea Briggs
Marianne Buchwalter
Anthony & Jennifer Lynne 

Burrell
John & Becky Burt
Paul Bush & Barbara Dibs
Helen Campbell
Robin & Carl Carlson
Colleen Cavin & Mark Bello
Mary Clark
Debi Coleman
Larry Colton
Marilyn Cover & David 

Knofler
Jim Cox & Brenda Nuxton
Nick Crawford &  

Cathy Pettibone
Elsie & David Damcke
Phoebe Daurio
Martha Davis
Lisa DeGrace
Gill & Kristin Dennis
Fran Diack
Ginny Dimaggio
Lorel & Lawrence Dully
John & Jane Emrick
George & Georgia 

Erdenberger
Lisa Esherick
Joseph & Ye Wa Esherick
Katie Eshleman
Mary Rob & Curt Finch

Karen Fishel
Deborah Garmin
Andrew & Amanda Glasgow
Jane & Howard Glazer
Ellie Godfrey &  

Valerie Whittlesey
Scott & Cecelia Goodnight
Sharon Graham
Rebecca & Tim Greear
Barbara Haga
Keith & Mary K. Hagstrom
Frank & Melissa Halferty
Fred & Amelia Hard
Janet & Scott Harkness
Bob & Janis Harrison
Helen Herman
Lewis Hess & Alice West
Gerald & Lela Hogland
Dorothea Hosch
Bahram & Ziba Javid
Becky Jenkins
Ed & Marilyn Jensen
Philip & Mary Joanis
Harold & Anne Johnson
Clarice Johnston
Beth Kaye
John & Michele Keiter
Ed & Christine Kline
Lane Kress
Philip Krohn
Nicole Lane
Betsy Langton
Chris Larsen
Marcia Lepley
Robin Lindsley
Kathy Marambe
Julia Marie
Cynthia & Bill Mathews
Catherine Mesirow
Louise Mesirow
Lynn Montgomery
Sharon Moore
Patricia Osborne
Susan Parker
Mike Paul

Susan Paulsell
Nersi & Bella Ramazan-nia
Harriet Shlim Richard
Carol Routh
Al Rowell
Chris & Kaye Rowland
Mary Lynne Rowland
Erica Rubin &  

Thomas Swanson
Barbara Ann Sabath
Hallie & Rick Sadle
Lynne & Ron Saxton
Jan Shapin
Joan & John Shipley
Bette Sinclair &  

Richard Didzun
Kim Sisul
Laura Smith
Charlie & Darcy Swindells
George & Margot Thompson
Elliot & Dagne Trommald
Charlene Turenne
David & Carol Turner
Vonda Van Farrowe
Kathy Valier
Jacques & Beverly Vonfeld
Jacqueline & Rich Waggoner
Kathy Walsh & Frank Mussel
Diane Walton
Frank M. Warren
Tim Washburn
Rebecca Wood Watkin
Dana Weiner
Henry Wessinger
Martha Ullman West
Carolyn & Duke Wieden
Carol Zoom

This list reflects donations made 
in 2009, as of December 10. If 
your name isn’t on this list, and 
should be, please let us know!
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Sponsors
Company
Geffen Mesher Co., PC
PGE
Moonstruck Chocolatier

Foundation 
[Logo] Maybelle Clark Macdonald Foundation
[Logo] The Silver Family Foundation
[Logo] The Meyer Memorial Trust
[Logo] The Collins Foundation
The Mark & Doris Storms Fund of  the Oregon Community Foundation
The Storms Family Foundation
The Anne K. Millis Fund of  the Oregon Community Foundation
The Autzen Foundation
The Bloomfield Family Foundation
The Hoover Family Foundation
The Juan Young Trust
[Logo] The PGE Foundation
The Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust
The Anne A. Berni Foundation
The Irwin Foundation
The Leotta Gordon Foundation
The Herbert A. Templeton Foundation
The US Bancorp Foundation

[Logo] Regional Arts & Culture Council
[Logo] Work for Art

Special Thanks to

Georgia Erdenberger, of  czopek & erdenberger, Inc., who has been instrumental in 
helping set up our office in the basement of  the Rose City Park Presbyterian Church. 
She arranged for carpet to be donated, as well as its installation, and figured out how to 
arrange stuff  (see below). Whew!
MercyCorps, for generously donating desks, bookcases, filing cabinets, shredder, 
cupboards and coat racks!
and to Third Rail Repertory Theatre, for generously allowing us to use their light board.
To Witham & Dickey, Inc., who generously donated the printing of  this playbook.
To all of  the wonderful volunteers who have given so generously of  their time, effort and 
skill to make this even a success.
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ChristieCare/Merrick School	
Jan. 20, 2009
Erik	 The Frozen Star and the Plate-Thingy
Mikki	 I Don’t See Any Other Way
Phillip	 Too Sunny Valley
Jamie	 Rosin
Shannon	 A Brace Escape
GloryAnna	 Stringle and Madeline
Isaac	 Friends and Fears
Robert	 The Triumph

Portland Night High School	
Jan. 26, 2009
David	 The Mission
Hailey	 Christmas Will Lose Its Cheer if  No 

One Tells Paul What He Wants to Hear
Isaac	 Soft and Stone
Kelsey	 Reverse Psychology
Nolan	 Bruised Fruit
Greg	 A Yearning for the Sea, and a 

Collection
Amy	 The Rising Moon
Britney	 Hack and Shell
Jermaine	 Open-Minded Music

Centennial Learning Center	
Feb. 17, 2009
Casey	 Rotten Wood
Jessica	 The Ups and Downs of  Corey and 

Henry
Laura	 Character Monologues
Kris	 Friends Turned to Family
Sebastian	 Distrust
Katlin	 Master’s Need to be Scary
Joseph	 Bananas at Practice

Cedar Bough, Program 1	  
April 13, 2009
Quentin       West Side Family
Tori	 Can’t Always Get What You Want
Briana	 Ups and Downs
Dallas	 The Most Perfect Imperfection
Angel	 Their Greatest Wishes
Tiana	 Purple Bandaid
Amber	 Three Bites

Rosemont School 
May 1, 2009
Kianna	 Where Snobby Met Sticky
Ashlee	 The Heart Untold
Jenevieve	 Something from the Sky
Kayla D.	 Running from Reality
Samantha	 The Fox and the Flame
Mariah	 Beauty is in the Eye of  the Beholder
Angel	 What Happened with Runner and 

Corbin
Emily	 Breaking Point
Meyauna	 The Sadness of  a Lightbulb

New Avenues for Youth 
May 11, 2009
JC	 Recognition of  Acceptance
Charlie	 Eagle In the Light
Chris	 The Last Memory
Deangelo	 Dark Metamorphosis
Gavin	 With the Heat
Stephanie	 Rose and Sariah, Palm Tree Paradise

White Shield Center 
June 2, 2009
Aiyana	 Stuck Between a Rock and a  

Hard Place
Kim	 Unconditionally
Wendy	 Best Friends, or Not?
Jasmine	 Jungle Hood
Nicole	 Opening Night
Deanna	 Purple
Andrea	 Stubborn Opposites
Bella	 The Secrets That Lie Within Us
Skyela	 Run Away and Moss Living
Tyanna	 Torn Between Hopes

Cedar Bough, Program 2	  
August 13, 2009
Carissa	 The Wanting
Elicia	 If  I’m Not Big
Elizabeth	 Friends or Enemies
Hayley	 Broken Between Fear
Theo	 Colorless Emotions
MCJ	 How Johny and Edward Met
Corey	 Reunite

All programs and plays—2009
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Open Meadow Middle School	
September 29, 2009
Alycia	 Family or Friends
Bryony	 Paradox
Quintin	 Authority and Length
Lorelei	 Goliath and Darkness: Ancient Rocks 

Frozen With Fear, Part One
Maria	 Friends in the Sun
Gloria	 Coral

Mt. Scott Learning Center        	
September 29, 2009
Robbie	 I Don’t Know
Josslynn	 Ralph’s Day Away From Gertrude
Shawn	 The Mohawk and the Glacier
Taylor	 Reaching for the Ocean
Tia	 Banana
Katie	 Breaking Free
Daniel	 Stream of  Consciousness

Cedar Bough, Program 3       	
November 27, 2009
Malia	 The Meaning of  Friendship
Jeff 	 Running Wolf  and El Soccerball’s  

Fight Back
Michael	 Charlie
Chance	 Wooshy and Sheckle
Emily	 Courage Within
Ethan	 The Lost Clod of  Dirt and the 

Worrying Fishing Pole
 

Partner Schools
ChristieCare/Cedar Bough
ChristieCare/Merrick School
Mt. Scott Learning Center
New Avenues for Youth
Open Meadow Middle School
Portland Night High School
Rosemont School
White Shield Center

the creative act 
    is not formed by the artist alone…”
—Marcel Duchamp

More than 5,000 people have 
experienced that intensely alive moment 
when students first see their plays 
performed by professional actors. 
Please join us at an upcoming workshop 
performance by checking the calendar at  
www.playwriteinc.org.

Our next performance is tomorrow:
Tuesday December 15, 2009 7:00 p.m.
Original plays, created by students at
Portland Night High School
Benson High School Band Room
546 NE 12th Ave.



PlayWrite thanks

Thank you for helping us use the power of art 
to transform the lives of youth at the edge.

Geffen Mesher
& Company, P.C.

tonight’s presenting sponsor.

Geffen Mesher is a group of  certified public accountants 
and business consultants driven to help you achieve your 
goals through professional tax and financial consulting 
and reporting services.

503-221-0141 / 800-819-0141

www.gmco.com


