
Fall, 2008Using the power of performance in art
to transform the lives of youth at the edge.

Dear Friends and Underwriters 
– members of the PlayWrite 
community,

 anks to your generosity 
of spirit and dollars, PlayWrite 
completed another tremendous 
year. Your support continues to 
have a dramatic eff ect on the lives 
of an increasing number of youth 
in our community. 

Enormous thanks go to Kim 
Agnew for her work as Board 
Chair during our 2007-08 
program year of dramatic growth. 
Kim’s commitment to PlayWrite’s 
mission inspired all of us who 
worked with her. Since she fi rst 
jumped into our New Avenues for 
Youth workshop in January 2006, 
she generously contributed her 
time, enthusiasm and fi nancial 
support to the organization. 
PlayWrite will miss her service on 
the board, but we know she keeps 
us in her heart.

In the merry month of May, 
we ended the school year in a 
PlayWrite rush. Workshops at 
the Rosemont School and New 
Avenues for Youth wrapped 
around a songwriting workshop 
at Mt. Scott Learning Center. 
 ree performances in one 
month – crazy!  It was all great 
fun, and a couple of new venues 
were thrown in.  e Day 
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 eater on SE Foster Road was 
the site of the Mt. Scott show, 
and the Living Room  eater 
downtown generously hosted the 
performance of the New Avenues 
plays.

 ere were also innovations, 
including our inaugural “Radio 
Lab” workshop at Portland Night 
High School. Alyson Osborn, 
who created this workshop, talked 
about the shift from theatre on 
the stage to “audio only” theatre:  
“How does one convey the idea of 
a tumbleweed rolling in an audio 
medium? How about when it’s 
in a hurry, or angry or sad? How 
does a piece of coal hopping up 
and down in excitement sound, 
or a pair of glasses jumping 
rope with its lanyard?”  e 
performance, with student artists 
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and actors behind a bank of seven 
old-timey microphones, was a 
total hoot. Alyson is currently 
heading another Radio Lab at 
Open Meadow Middle School, 
which may well produce a 
podcast, if that locution fi ts.

Summer was on us with 
barely a pause. For the fi rst 
time, PlayWrite held a summer 
season! A hardy group of 
coaches and actors camped out 
at Camp Sherman in late July, 
running a workshop for ten 
youngsters at Camp Caldera near 
Sisters in Central Oregon.  e 
students came from Portland, 
Warm Springs, Terrebonne 
and Redmond. It was an 
extraordinary experience, and we 
are eager to see what might be 
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in store for next year. In August 
we returned to the urban zone 
for our fi rst workshop ever at 
the St. Mary’s Home for Boys. 
It was a remarkable experience 
for all concerned … I wish you 
could have been there for the 
performance. A week later, at a 
St. Mary’s BBQ, one of the boys 
proudly announced he had made 
a good start on his next play. 
Keep on writing!!

We opened PlayWrite’s 2008-
09 school year with a workshop 
at Open Meadow Middle School. 
Mt. Scott is on the calendar 
(performance October 21st), 
followed by Portland Night High 
School in December.  e Night 

High School performance will 
be at the World Trade Center 
 eater in downtown Portland. 
 e date is December 15th, at 
7:30 PM.  It will be a great 
chance for you to see fi rst hand 
the work you support. 

PlayWrite’s 5th birthday is 
fast approaching – November 
20th. Since the beginning we 
have had the signal opportunity 
to participate in the creative 
journeys of more than 300 
young people. I wish there 
were a way for each of you to 
experience the intense dynamics 
of our workshops. Numbers and 
statistics are important, but the 
words of one of our PlayWrite 

kids capture the heart of the 
matter: 

“We all are hurting and we 
all need love...  ere is so 
much I have to say – but 
there’s so much, I can’t even 
put my words in order. I wish 
I could write a book, that’s 
how amazing those two weeks 
were. I wish everybody could 
get a chance to experience 
what I did. I know it would 
change the world!”

 ere you have it.  e truth 
of what we do.  ank you for 
your tremendous support.  e 
kids thank you too.

Hold the date!
December 15th

World Trade Center  eater
Workshop Performance

I wish I could write a book, 
that’s how amazing those two weeks were. 

I wish everybody could get a chance 
to experience what I did. 

I know it would change the world!”
2008 PlayWrite Participant


