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Creative Writing
(for T. W.)

by Alyson Ayn Osborn

At the school for kids on the edge –
The ones who’ve already learned tactics:
To dance/duck/swing/bargain/plead
to have made it this far,
A playwriting program;
And today an especially spit-firey gal
Who finds my questions unbelievably lame.
With one perfectly orchestrated motion of bullying incredulity
She both shoves and flops herself further back into her chair,
Her sternum punches forward, her head tips back, her jaw juts out,
A sitting up, self-propelled resuscitation Annie.
“What?! Oh my God. Are you serious? How should I know?”
She’s writing about a cactus who’s listening to the wind;
I ask her how it sounds, how the cactus hears wind.
A full glottal stop/sigh of disgust and exasperation escapes her lips.
She’s winding up from the inside,
preparing to fast ball pitch herself to me across the table.
“What do you mean how does it sound?! I don’t know how it sounds and my
character don’t know how it sounds. Because it’s just the wind. And everybody
already knows how it sounds.”
Slight snort for emphasis, with a widened eye stare in case I missed the snort.
I do the mentoring thing – wait a bit before continuing on.
She counters with the hard palate tongue cluck. The head shake. An eye roll,
pointedly looks away from me like I’m the Elephant Man,
then sort of turtles down into herself and hunches over.
She’s seen enough of these middle age do-gooder types,
Hoping to make kids love language, from pain create art,
Show the world in a way so resonant and profound an audience will gasp.
…But I’m beginning to think she might be right about the wind question –
Everyone does know how it sounds. It whistles of course, and screeches and
howls and whispers. It rustles leaves, flap/slaps laundry, whisks papers.
Wind’s been done to death I realize.
And just as I decide to tell her she’s right and we should move on,
She seems to squirm out from under a weight, shimmying herself up like a cobra,
Huge heaving sigh, then… “It’s just a little wind –
Like how it would sound if a baby could whistle.”
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The plays and songs you are about see and hear are a mere sampling of 

the work that comes from our PlayWrite workshops. Tonight’s highlights 

are the creative products of just some of the lives we touch. The real 

masterpieces are the lives themselves and the work the students do 

behind the scene to create their characters. Working one-on-one with 

a coach, the students open themselves up to tell a story that needs to 

be told. Metaphors flying. Inanimate objects and animals personified. 

A voice found. A life perhaps changed. The creative process is indeed a 

fascinating journey, and can be very healing. 

My fellow board members and I are proud of the work that PlayWrite 

does, and we’d like to thank everyone who helps us achieve that: the 

schools and programs that allow us to come in; the students for sharing 

their stories; the coaches and actors for their talent and patience that 

bring the students words to life; to Bruce for his passion and drive that 

drives PlayWrite; and certainly, to the generous donors – individuals, 

foundations, and businesses – that believe in the powerful work 

PlayWrite does. Without your generosity, these would be voices lost. 
Thank you for supporting PlayWrite.

Welcome to Word. Voice.

Steve Cox

Board President

Enjoy the show!

PlayWrite, Inc.
P.O. Box 13420 • Portland, Oregon 97213 • Phone (503) 249-5800

PlayWrite is a 501(c)3 Organization 
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Liz Argall 
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Rebecca Franceschi, Video Editing/
Admin. Asst.

Resource Council
Matt Batchelder, Graphics

Charlie Copeland, Videography

Doug Fraser, Music Director

Lyndsay Hogland 
Production Manager

Nicole Lane, Public Relations

Chris Larsen, IPNB Resource

Annaliese Moyer, Photography

Pat Ryan, Fabricator/Welder

Jacqueline Waggoner, Ed. D. 
Evaluations Support
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Peggy Anet and John Whittlesey
Kim and Dan Agnew
Elizabeth Arledge
Clarke Bingham and  

Eliza Livingston
Katherine Bleakley
Duncan and Cindy Campbell
Helen Campbell
Roger Chope and Anne Morrow
Robert and Janet Conklin
Roger Cooke and Joan Cirillo
Steve Cox
Alison Ebbott and Bill Hasan
Andy and Kate Ebbott

Ralph Ebbott
Chris Folkestad
Bob and Devere Garner
Abigail Gilbert
Renée Glasgow
Rick and Deb Hawkins
Gary and Janie Hibler
Rick and Susan Koe
Bruce Livingston and  

Bethany Rowland
Katherine Livingston

Steve Lovett
David and Margaret Mesirow
Trina Montalban
Kyle and Jessi Podd
Pat and Christine Chin Ryan
Sarah Slaughter and David Labby
Matthew Strathman
Don and Cindy Trelstad
Tom Triplett
Bart Voorsanger
Mabsie and Steve Walters

Underwriters’ Circle

Executive Director’s Note

Underwriters’ Circle members are individuals who make  
$1,000 contributions annually to PlayWrite. 

Exercising one’s creative spirit is nourishing at the most 
fundamental level. Making art in the midst of chaos 
elevates our humanity.  While the past year has offered 
challenges, it has also offered unique opportunities and 
many rewards for our hard work. 

In December, we moved into an office in the Rose City 
Park Presbyterian Church. It’s in the basement, but there 
are four big windows gathering southern light. Moving 
out of the back room of my house has been a big change, 
mostly positive. Although I don’t go back to work after 
dinner so frequently, I’m often late for supper.

The church is much more than a landlord to us. One 
of our long-standing goals has been to offer continuing 
connections with PlayWrite to the graduates of our core 
playwriting workshops. Romalia Stickney-Shibley, who 
manages the church facility, has been incredibly helpful. 
She generously arranged for us to use a fine big room with a 
piano (in tune!) for our most recent songwriting workshop. 
All but one of tonight’s songs were written there. We’re 
looking forward to more opportunities to bring PlayWrite 
graduates from various schools together at our new home.

The pulsing heart of the PlayWrite experience is the 
one-to-one relationship between writer and coach. That 
relationship stands on a rock-solid foundation of trust, 

challenge, and support. Hour after hour, day after day, the 
emotional, physical and intellectual dance deepens and 
intensifies. The work is difficult, sometimes painful, yet 
when performance day comes, everyone involved knows it’s 
been worth the struggle.

You, our audience, are a vital, indeed necessary, piece of 
the creative act. Plays are written to be seen and heard. The 
words are the core, the heart of the matter. That’s why our 
actors have the writers’ scripts in hand, to honor the words. 
The creative fire of the writer leaps onto the page, works 
its way into the body and spirit of the actors, singers and 
musicians, and now it engages you, bringing your creativity 
into play. This is the magic of theatre, and indeed it is the 
essential magic of being human. Everything begins with – 
and depends upon – connection.

Thank you for joining in this magical creative process, that 
brings all of us so alive.

Bruce Livingston

Executive Director



5

Coaches, Performers, Composers, and Musicians
Managing Coaches	
Lyndsay Hogland	
Bruce Livingston	
Rebecca Frost Mayer	
Alyson Osborn	
Timothy Scarrott	
Kristin Steele	
Leah Yanoff	

Coaches	
Matt Batchelder	
Sara Carmona	
Gavin D’Avanther	
Phoebe Daurio	
Sarah Liane Foster	
Lyndsay Hogland	
Bruce Livingston	
Eliza Livingston	
Rebecca Frost Mayer	
Adrienna Ogin	
Alyson Osborn	

Cecily Overman	
Ivy Ross	
Timothy Scarrott	
Grace Hsu Shapiro	
Kristin Steele	
Michael Stone	
Paul Susi	
Tamara Wallace	
Marianna Hane Wiles	
Leah Yanoff	

Actors & Singers	
Deirdre Atkinson	
Ayanna Berkshire	
Rollin Carlson	
Spencer Conway	
Valerie Day	
Matt Deegan
John Ellingson	
Sarah Liane Foster	
Julianna Jaffe	
Noah Jordan	

Victor Mack	
Rebecca Frost Mayer	
Wade McCollum	
Alyson Osborn	
Cecily Overman	
Darius Pierce	
Shawn Price	
Eric Reid	
Timothy Scarrott	
Grace Hsu Shapiro	
Michael Stone	
Paul Susi	
Tamara Wallace	

Musicians/
Composers	

Doug Fraser	
Steve Hale	
Mel Kubik	
Kenny Sawyer	
Molly Scholz	
Sandin Wilson	

Photography/
Videography 

Charlie Copeland
Paige Lehman
Annaliese Moyer
Luke Norby
 

Production 
Lyndsay Hogland
Phoebe Daurio
Gavin D’Avanther

(503) REBOUND  www.reboundmd.com

Proud team physicians for Portland Trail Blazers, WinterHawks, and PSU Athletics

For over 40 years, Rebound has been delivering high-quality specialty 
health care to patients in Portland and Southwest Washington. It’s our 
goal to provide you with the best care in the region. Rebound accepts 
most insurances, and most plans do not require a referral.

Call for an appointment at one of our three convenient locations:
Rose Quarter | Southwest Washington Medical Center | Legacy Salmon Creek

Get expert orthopedic and neurosurgical care from our trusted team of physicians.
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Program                          May 25, 2010

Master of Ceremonies –  Paul Susi

“Syllabus for Life,” by Daniel
	 sung by Shawn Price as JADE, a deer

Departure, by Kaitlyn
ANGELICA, a seed from a flower that’s made of long white wisps – Amaya Villazan
IKE, a mature but well-managed set of roller skates – Rollin Carlson

“Take Revenge Upon the Fear,” by Bryson
sung by John Ellingson as SLICK, a fishing pole

Possible Emptiness, a monologue, by Cristina
SAMUEL, a black leather punching bag – Victor Mack

“Driplett’s Song,” by Brian
sung by Valerie Day as DRIPLETT, a raindrop

Shimmer, by Ashley
SHAKEY, a big brown rattlesnake – Spencer Conway
PATSY, a glossy, finished cherry blossom with two wilted petals – Deirdre Atkinson

“Masterpiece,” by Daniel
	 sung by Michael Stone as ALFRED, a can of spray paint

A Knife’s Monologue, by TJ
	 The Knife – Rollin Carlson
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“You Know We’re Friends,” by Bryson
	 sung by John Ellingson as KOA, a giant praying mantis

“What Are We Killing For?” by Antwoine
	 sung by Shawn Price as KOSAYCOSAYKO, a tiger

An Undefined Relationship, by Alexis
	 PEARLS, a white fluffy flake of snow – Alyson Osborn
	 PETER, a spiky fish that’s puffed up – Timothy Scarrott

“Change the Way I’m Falling,” by Brian
	     sung by Michael Stone as CWOW, a crocodile

The Heart in You, by Amanda
	 PENELOPE, a leather high-heel shoe  
		  with sparkles only on her tip – Adrienna Ogin
	 JOSÉ, a young fox – Victor Mack

“It All Makes Sense,” by Kelsey
	 sung by Valerie Day as SANDY, a pink tumbleweed

Production Staff:
Lyndsay Hogland, Production Manager
Phoebe Daurio, Lighting Director
Gavin D’Avanther, Production Assistant
Photography, Annaliese Moyer
Videography, Charlie Copeland

The Band:
Doug Fraser, Composer, Guitar, Vocals
Molly Scholz, Keyboards, Vocals
Gareth Tabor, Composer, Guitar, vocals
Michael Tevlin, Composer, Guitar, Vocals
Volunteer Coordinators:
Jeri Alcock
Leah Yanoff
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S E A L
B A R B A R A  S U E

P R O P E R T I E S

“Congratulations 

to all of our

young writers.

Your work 

is inspiring!”

R E N É E  G L A S G O W,  M . S .
Broker, PMAR Million Dollar Club
Coldwell Banker Barbara Sue Seal Properties
2275 W. Burnside, Portland, OR 97210
503.471.3409 Office ~ 503.998.4404 Cell

Cedar Bough	 August 13, 2009
Carissa	 The Wanting
Elicia	 If I’m Not Big
Elizabeth	 Friends or Enemies
Hayley	 Broken Between Fear
Theo	 Colorless Emotions
MCJ	 How Johny and Edward Met
Corey	 Reunite

Open Meadow Middle School	 Sept. 29, 2009
Alycia	 Family or Friends
Bryony	 Paradox
Quintin	 Authority and Length
Lorelei	 Goliath and Darkness: Ancient 

Rocks Frozen With Fear, Part One
Maria	 Friends in the Sun
Gloria	 Coral 

Mt. Scott Learning Center	 Sept. 29, 2009
Robbie	 I Don’t Know
Josslynn	 Ralph’s Day Away From Gertrude
Shawn	 The Mohawk and the Glacier
Taylor	 Reaching for the Ocean
Tia	 Banana
Katie	 Breaking Free
Daniel	 Stream of Consciousness

Cedar Bough	 Nov. 27, 2009
Malia	 The Meaning of Friendship
Jeff	 Running Wolf and El Soccerball’s 

Fight Back
Michael	 Charlie
Chance	 Wooshy and Sheckle
Emily	 Courage Within
Ethan	 The Lost Clod of Dirt and the 

Worrying Fishing Pole

Portland Night High School	 Dec. 15, 2009
Darius	 The Big Bounce
Kia	 When Things Get Hard
Malia	 The Sissy and the Salmon Catcher
Brian	 Change the Way I’m Falling
Aryn	 Last Chance of Hope in a Friend
Bryson	 The Passion of the Unaware
Kaitlyn	 Departure

New Avenues for Youth	 Jan. 26, 2010
Juke Boxxxe	 Leavings of the Willow Tree
Nichole	 The Tale of Larry and Philip
Cristina	 Possible Emptiness
Cameron	 The Cold Front
Eric	 Dreaming of Blossoms
TJ	 Knife Monologue
Antwoine	 Two Character Sketches
Dylan	 There is a Word for Hope

Authors & Plays, 2009-2010 School Year

PlayWrite thanks

to transform the lives of youth at the edge.

GEFFEN MESHER
& COMPANY, P.C.

our winter program’s
presenting sponsor

Geffen Mesher is a group of  certified public accountants 
and business consultants driven to help you achieve your 
goals through professional tax and financial consulting 
and reporting services.

503-221-0141 / 800-819-0141

www.gmco.com
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Authors & Plays, 2009-2010 School Year

Work for Art supports more than 80 vital arts and culture organizations based 
in Clackamas, Multnomah, and Washington Counties, including PlayWrite.

A single gift to Work for Art will benefit the entire tri-county area, and 
each gift’s impact is doubled through our public matching challenge fund. 
Donors who give $60 or more receive an Arts Card, which provides  them with 
2-for-1 tickets at many of the region’s arts and culture events.

You, too, can work for art. Help us establish a workplace giving 
campaign at your company or give online.

PlayWrite thanks

for substantial support and 
in-kind contributions

Merrick School/ChristieCare	 March 9, 2010
Cole	 Wanting to be Something Else
Tori	 I’m Free
Keith	 Oo, Fish Poop
Scott	 Trouble in the Garbage Dump
Lizzy	 Nobody Likes Me
Alexis	 An Undefined Relationship

Rosemont School	 April 30, 2010
Vanessa	 I’m Still Me
Demi	 Bitter Sweet
Jenn	 Sour Ties
Amanda	 The Heart in You
Kara	 Chasing Dreams
Sam	 50/50
Makenna	 When the Petal Falls
Emily	 Ocean and Desert
Leah	 A Character Sketch

White Shield Center	 May 18, 2010
Ashley	 Shimmer
Cortnie	 Hope Inches Away
Destiny	 No More Bananas
Joanna	 It’s Hard To Get What You Want
Rhachelle	 The Enemies
Anissa	 The Adventures of Noah and Anna
Kaitlyn	 The Reunited Friends
Stormy	 A Play About Chipping and 

Hobbling
Amanda	 At Wit’s End
Gianna	 The Hill and the River

Partner Schools
ChristieCare/Cedar Bough

ChristieCare/Merrick School

Mt. Scott Learning Center

New Avenues for Youth

Open Meadow Middle School

Portland Night High School

Rosemont School

White Shield Center
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$35,000 and above	
	 The Meyer Memorial Trust

$10,000-$34,999	
	 The Lamb Foundation
	 The Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund
	 Regional Arts & Culture Council and 

Work for Art
	 The Storms Family Foundation

$5,000-$9,999	
	 Kim and Dan Agnew
	 The Anne K. Millis Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
	 The Autzen Foundation
	 The Bloomfield Family Foundation
	 The Hoover Family Foundation
	 The Herbert A. Templeton 

Foundation
$2,500-$4,999	
	 The Anne A. Berni Foundation
	 Anonymous
	 Bruce Livingston and Bethany 

Rowland
	 Geffen Mesher & Co., PC
	 Portland General Electric (in-kind)
	 Mabsie and Steve Walters

Donors, fiscal year 2009-2010
$1,000-$2,499	
	 Peggy Anet and John Whittlesey
	 Elizabeth Arledge
	 Katherine Bleakley
	 Duncan and Cindy Campbell
	 Helen Campbell
	 Roger Chope and Anne Morrow
	 Robert and Janet Conklin
	 Roger Cooke and Joan Cirillo
	 Steve Cox
	 Alison Ebbott and Bill Hasan
	 Andy and Kate Ebbott
	 Ralph Ebbott
	 Chris Folkestad
	 Bob and Devere Garner
	 Abigail Gilbert
	 Renée Glasgow
	 Rick and Deb Hawkins
	 Gary and Janie Hibler
	 The Irwin Foundation
	 The Kinder Morgan Foundation
	 Rick and Susan Koe
	 Katherine Livingston
	 David and Margaret Mesirow
	 Trina Montalban
	 The Multnomah County Cultural 

Coalition
	 Kyle and Jessi Podd
	 Portland General Electric
	 Pat and Christine Chin Ryan
	 Sarah Slaughter and David Labby
	 The Standard
	 Matthew Strathman
	 Don and Cindy Trelstad
	 Tom Triplett
	 The US Bancorp Foundation
	 Bart Voorsanger

$500-$999	
	 Tom and Joan Corbett Dine
	 Lisa Esherick
	 Robert and Ilene Hamburger
	 Molly Kohnstamm
	 Philip Krohn
	 Witham & Dickey, Inc. (in-kind)

$250-$499	
	 Ginny and Chris Achterman
	 Jeri Alcock
	 Jerry Baker
	 Susan Shelk Bilyeu
	 Michelle Braunsten
	 Mary Clark
	 Phoebe Daurio
	 John and Jane Emrick
	 Bob and Janis Harrison
	 Julia Marie
	 James T. McDermott
	 Joan Pease
	 Joan and John Shipley
	 Richard Solomon and Alyce Flitcraft

$100-$249	
	 Ron and Judy Bartels
	 Scott Becker and Lauren Mantecon
	 Kathy Boyea
	 John and Becky Burt
	 Joseph Consani
	 Joe and Ye Wa Esherick
	 Karen Fishel
	 Ellie Godfrey and Valerie Whittlesey
	 Scott and Cecelia Goodnight
	 Corbett Gordon
	 Rebecca and Timothy Greear
	 Honor of Kristi Hinkley and David 

Castles
	 Ed and Marilyn Jensen
	 Chris Larsen
	 Zahra Mahloudji and Michael 

Goldbach
	 Cynthia and Bill Mathews
	 Katie McClure
	 Teresa McGuire
	 The Microsoft Corporation
	 Sharon Moore
	 Sam and Monica Morley
	 Janet Pease
	 Philip and Vickie Rothrock
	 Susan and Tom Rowe
	 Mary Lynne Rowland
	 Barbara Ann Sabath
	 Leslie Sampson
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Donors, fiscal year 2009-2010
	 Sue Schneider
	 Michael and Grace Hsu Shapiro
	 Kim Sisul
	 David Swanson
	 Margaret and Dennis Sweeney
	 David and Carol Turner
	 Matthew Voorsanger and Susan 

Loftus
	 Jacqueline and Rich Waggoner
	 Kathy Walsh and Frank Mussell
	 Diane Walton
	 Henry Wessinger

$1-$99	
	 Carlos and Diane Alcibar-Tirado
	 Dan and Anne Ankrom
	 J. Kregg Arnston
	 Alex and Svetlana Astrakhan
	 Gail Baker
	 Leslie Bevan and Julie Huffaker
	 Noah Bjelland
	 Chris Brundage
	 Rebecca and Mike Bruns
	 Marianne Buchwalter
	 Wendy Buck
	 Tom and Joan Buell
	 Robin and Carl Carlson
	 Sandra Carlson
	 Terry Clelen
	 Steven Corson
	 Marilyn Cover and David Knofler
	 John Daggett
	 Shannon Davis and Andy Hosch
	 Lisa DeGrace
	 Diane Dolstra and Karen Shedd
	 Poppy and Larry Dully
	 Juile Durkheimer and Mark 

Dohrmann
	 Sidney L. Eaton, Jr.
	 George and Georgia Erdenberger
	 Katie Eshleman
	 Andrée Fleming
	 Mark Fryburg
	 William Gehr
	 Michael Gellner
	 Howarth Guptil
	 Frank and Melissa Halferty

	 Barbara Haga
	 Keith and Mary K. Hagstrom
	 Fred and Amelia Hard
	 Janet and R. Scott Harkness
	 Courtney Haxton
	 Bob Hazen
	 Augusto Hernandez
	 Lewis Hess and Alice West
	 Pamela Hogeweide
	 Gerald and Lela Hogland
	 Dorothea Hosch
	 David and Patricia Hougland
	 Brianne Hyder
	 Carolyn Ihlenburg
	 Yassi Irajpanah
	 Bahram Javid and Ziba Montakhab
	 Clarice Johnston
	 Jennifer Jones
	 Kaiser Permanente
	 John and Michele Keiter
	 Carolyn and Paul Kelly, Jr.
	 Bernard and Susan Kliks
	 Nicole Lane
	 Marcia Lepley
	 Mary Liefeld
	 Robin Lindsley
	 Dana Lynn Louis
	 Jennifer and Carter MacNichol
	 Liz Mason
	 Brendan McCarthy
	 Kathleen McNamara and Raymond 

Bidegain
	 Catherine Mesirow
	 Lynn Montgomery
	 Carole Morse
	 Andrea and Samuel Nebel
	 Nellie Nix
	 Aina O’Malley
	 Bonnie Oshiro
	 In honor of Ann Painter

	 Susan M. Parker
	 Susan Paulsell
	 Barry Pelzner and Deborah Pollack
	 Jeryl Petrella
	 Shannon Planchon
	 Sania Radcliffe
	 Tygh Redfield
	 Harriet Shlim Richard
	 Chris and Kaye Rowland
	 Erica Rubin and Thomas Swanson
	 Deanna Schreiner
	 Lydia Sears
	 Diane Selden
	 Jan Shapin
	 P.J. Smith
	 Stephen L. Stone
	 Patrick Stupek
	 Samantha Swaim
	 Denise and Rich Van Rheen
	 George and Margot Voorhies 

Thompson
	 Jane Unger
	 Jacques and Beverly Vonfeld
	 Tamara Wallace
	 Sarah Walters and Andrew 

Shimamura
	 Julian Wiles
	 Jason Wolf
	 Mardi Wood
	 Megan Zimmerman

This list reflects donations made from July 
1st, 2009 to the present.
If your name isn’t on this list, and should 
be, please let us know!
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