What do a gecko and an insecure pair of pants have in common?  
They are all leading characters in a collection of creative plays written by Portland teens “at the edge”
Local non-profit PlayWrite Inc. presents their winter showcase of off-the-grid, one-of-a kind performances by professional actors in collaboration with at-risk adolescents: 
Hugs and Hot Chocolate, December 14, 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the World Trade Center 
Portland, Oregon (December 3, 2010) — The most unlikely characters become stars of their own plays when created by teenagers participating in the workshops of PlayWrite, Inc. The local non-profit organization encourages underserved and challenged teenagers to express themselves and gain respect and confidence through writing plays. Kids are challenged to use animals or objects as main characters in their plays. As they create their characters, students discover conflict is at the heart of dramatic theater.  The winter showcase of this year’s students’ one-act plays, Hugs and Hot Chocolate, is on Tuesday, December 12 at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.  The performances are free, but reservations are a must: http://playwritehugs.eventbrite.com/. Guests should arrive early, as the show starts promptly.

“Life experiences are the material for all creative artists. PlayWrite offers 8-10 workshops a year to alternative schools serving kids who find healing in the process of writing scripts inspired by their experiences,” says Bruce Livingston.  “And we can be just as surprised as the kids at the quality of writing.  Our actors and musicians, professionals all, are blown away. But the real reward is watching the kids see their work come to life on stage. It’s like magic, only better.”

One young PlayWrite, Katrina, chose a gecko and a pair of pants to channel her untapped creativity. After seeing it performed, she felt a keen sense of accomplishment, and surrounded by support. At 19 those were rare feelings for Katrina, having spent most of her life bouncing from foster home to foster home.  “Admittedly,” Katrina says, “12 out of 19 years living in foster care had taken its toll.  I’ve developed abandonment issues; I had trouble relating to people, and I didn’t fit in at school.” On top of that, Katrina felt that no one really cared about her schooling. The timing couldn’t have been better when she signed up for PlayWrite.
PlayWrite workshops entail three-week residencies centered on one-to-one attention between the teenagers and professional coaches. The workshop environment draws out original works based on life experiences and issues that many of the kids have not communicated. Outside looking in, the atmosphere seems laid back, supportive and safe, which it is, but that doesn’t mean the writing experience is easy. 
PlayWrite coaches lead rigorous activities for students to find their voices, to finally be heard. They are constantly faced with the question “Why?” as they explore the emotions motivating their characters. When the play is finished, they become directors, working with professional local actors during intense rehearsals. The final step is performance, when the young writers drink in the rewards of their labor. Through the entire process, they learn to trust, manage, and heal their own emotional experiences.  
“PlayWrite really opened my mind to learning because the coaches really push you to make a beautiful story, pushing, pushing, pushing,” says Katrina.  “Being able to go out of my comfort box and then create a beautiful story – it was just a great experience.”
When the curtain falls after the final performance, the students’ joyful faces will reflect the impact PlayWrite has had on them. The applause they hear is an appreciation of something they created through deep struggle, frustration and hard work.  And that’s when the self-doubt dissipates. 
“When I first saw my play performed, it was so intense I broke down,” Katrina remembers. “The experience has been a really good way to release all that is inside me, to write about it and have it be presented; it was and is just a fantastic creative experience.”
About PlayWrite Inc. 

PlayWrite is a nonprofit organization that receives support from the Regional Arts & Culture Council, Work for Art, the Meyer Memorial Trust, the James F. and Marion L. Miller Foundation and numerous other foundations as well as hundreds of individual donors.  Call 503-249-5800, log on to www.playwriteinc.org or email info@www.playwriteinc.org.

Performance space is donated by PGE. Hot chocolate for this event is provided by Starbucks.
